
Fruits of Passion 
Project for contemporary art 
 

Museum 
17 October 2012 - 11 March 2013 
at 11h00 (10h00) 
Musée - Niveau 4 - Centre Pompidou, Paris 
 
 

The Project for Contemporary Art, initiated by the Friends of the national museum of modern art, is more a model than a title. 

In ten years it has enabled the Centre Pompidou to enrich its collection with an impressive number of contemporary works, 

almost all of them by artists previously missing from the collection: seventy-two artists to date, for the most part noticed at the 

beginning of their careers and often becoming important figures in the art world. Some, since then, have had solo exhibitions 

at the Centre Pompidou, others – many of them – have been nominated for the Marcel Duchamp prize. Many of them have 

been represented at major international exhibitions. 

 

This initiative is unusual for the way it works, the only one of its kind. It is said, with reason, that collectors of contemporary 

art are risk takers, intuitively sensing an artist’s potential. It is often they who show museums the way by the speed of their 

reaction. The history of art is full of examples confirming this. So it is collectors, members of the Friends who volunteer to be 

part of this project and contribute financially. At their working sessions they suggest the names of artists to acquire, discussing 

suggestions with the curators and other members. Then follow in-depth visits, passionate debates, meetings at which strong 

views are expressed and questions asked, which end with decisions being made. Validated by the Museum, certainly, but all 

initiated and decided by the collectors and art lovers who make up this group and who, through their contribution, are also the 

donors of this selection of works. 

 

Who will say, noting the results of this fine project, that collectors in France are remote from the public sphere, badly thought 

of, treated with mistrust, indeed, frequently suspected of seeking financial benefit above any other motive for commitment to 

the works and artists they often support with competence and enthusiasm? Museums need collectors as friends, as supporters. 

They should initiate and nurture this closely shared interest in the public cause of contemporary art. Bolstered by its 

prestigious history, the Friends of the national museum of modern art, now more than a century old (it was at first associated 

with the Musée du Luxembourg), supports this scheme whose key vehicle it is. It demonstrates its enthusiasm through its 

presidents, previously François Trèves, initiator of this project, and Jacques Boissonnas today. 

The new display presented at the Museum under the title “Fruits of passion” gives the public the opportunity to see a treasury 

of these acquisitions by the Project for contemporary art. It provides a vibrant and pertinent overview of the very latest French 

and international art scene. 
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