
Elles: Women Artists from the Centre Pompidou, Paris  

In 2009, a groundbreaking exhibition was mounted at the Centre Pompidou in Paris, France, 
home to the Musée National d’Art Moderne— one of the largest collections of modern and 
contemporary art in Europe. The Centre Pompidou made the unprecedented decision to tell a 
history of modern and contemporary art solely from the perspective of women artists, 
resulting in a panoramic survey that sometimes expanded existing themes and aesthetic 
discoveries and, at other times, was fiercely experimental.  
 
That ambitious institutional effort, which unfolded in their permanent collection galleries over 
two years, was further refined into this thought-provoking traveling exhibition curated by 
Cécile Debray and Emma Lavigne from the Centre Pompidou, at the CCBB at Rio May 23rd 
to July 14th, 2013 and Belo Horizonte August 19th to October 20th, 2013. 
 
Elles: Women Artists from the Centre Pompidou, Paris is a major survey of painting, 
sculpture, drawing, photography, video, and installation by forward-thinking artists 
throughout the twentieth and twenty-first centuries such as Sonia Delaunay, Louise 
Bourgeois, Frida Kahlo, Eva Aepli, Orlan, Maria Elena Vieira da Silva, Marina Abramović, 
Nan Goldin, Louise Bourgeois, Cindy Sherman, Lygia Clark, Pipilotti Rist, Ana Mendieta, 
Sophie Calle, Lygia Pape, Anna Maria Maiolino, Niki de Saint-Phalle, Dominique Gonzalez-
Foerster, Rivane Neuenschwander, Janaina Tschäpe…  
 
Organized thematically, and only loosely chronologically, the diverse works on view date 
from 1907 to 2010. 
 
Originally, in the early years of the twentieth-century, when confronted with limitations 
imposed for reasons of gender, women artists responded within the vocabulary and milieu of 
their male counterparts. As the century progressed, however, we witness a rejection of old 
hierarchies, a struggle for self-definition and the establishment of new forms of expression. 
With humour, ambition, sensuality and ambiguity, their works encompass key movements in 
modern art—from Cubism, Abstraction, Dada, Surrealism, Conceptualism, Minimalism, 
Institutional Critique, Performance, to Installation.  
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